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Share ideas for the
City’s future over
the next 15 years.

Visions for North Canton 2036
2021 Master Plan Rewrite Efforts
In early 2021 an effort to rewrite a community Master Plan
began, sponsored by the Mayor and endorsed by City Council.
The rewrite started after the Office of City Council completed
a review of what had been accomplished from the previous
Master Plan written nearly a decade ago in 2012. The new plan
will establish goals and ideas to help move the City forward
over the next 15 years. To accomplish this task, City leaders in
conjunction with the Master Plan Committee are seeking input
and ideas from the community on what they would like to see
developed over the next 15 years. In addition to attending the
Master Plan Community Meetings, community members can
give feedback via the City’s Open Town Hall Portal.
The City is seeking innovative ideas and feedback from the
community to help shape the City’s new Master Plan. Key areas
of interest include parks, infrastructure, and economic
development. By going to the North Canton 2036 webpage you
can share your own ideas, and also explore ideas submitted by
other residents. You can even vote for ideas you find
compelling to show leaders what you support.
The City will be collecting ideas online now through October
31, 2021, so make sure you get your ideas posted and check
back before the end to see what your friends and neighbors
come up with.
Share your vision of North Canton in 2036 with us today!
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Dogwood Park Expansion Project
By Catherine Farina, Deputy Director of Administration
North Canton is known for having beautiful parks. However, among the things missing from our public park system
is an inclusive playground with adaptive equipment for children with special needs. We are an inclusive and diverse
community, so to accommodate residents of all abilities, we are building an inclusive playground at Dogwood Park.
The old playground equipment will be removed to make way for improved parking and the addition of Dogwood’s
new “Possibility Playground”, an ADA compliant, inclusive playground that will include traditional items like
swings, slides, and jungle gyms, mixed in with adaptive equipment like wide ramps, adaptive swings, a zero-grade
spinner and sensory music items. The theory of inclusive play is to not isolate adaptive equipment to a certain
area, but rather incorporate it in with all play equipment so that children with special needs can play and interact
with their non-disabled peers. There will be play spaces for all levels of abilities ranging from a designated toddler
area to more challenging areas for older children, such as rock-climbing walls and zip lines. No matter what the
child’s age, interest, or ability, there is something that meets them where they are and challenges them to grow.
The entire playground will be enclosed with a fence, with one opening at the entrance to provide safety for all
children and a level of security to caregivers of children with special needs. Unlike other playgrounds, with wood
mulch, there will be a turf surface suitable for wheelchairs or crutches. The surface is not only designed for
children with special needs, but it provides an opportunity for caregivers with mobility issues to safely enter the
playground area and not have to watch from a distance. This provides a multigenerational play experience.
The inclusion of everyone in this park is one of the greatest features and the reason we are calling it Dogwood’s
“Possibility Playground”. It is a place where the possibility of play comes true for mobility impaired children. It’s
a place where it’s possible for parents, grandparents, and children to all play together and, most importantly, it’s
an inclusive space to see that anything is possible in a world where we see past differences and embrace everyone’s
individuality.
Dogwood’s “Possibility Playground” is made possible through a public/private partnership with grant funding from
the State Capital Award, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources and a generous donation from the Hoover Foundation
for the playground equipment. In addition, other personal donations have been received.
A park donor campaign program is currently underway to raise funds for additional future park amenities. For
more information on this, or to make a park donation please contact City Hall at 330-499-8223 ext. 1005
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Ballot Basics: Fire & EMS Levies
By Council/Admin
Early this summer City Council passed Resolutions 10-2021 and
11-2021 which placed on the November 2, 2021 ballot renewal and
increase of two levy issues for Fire and EMS services.
Over the past 10 years existing property tax levies raised
$15.06 million, but during that same time Fire and EMS operations
cost $26.8 million to operate. The shortfall has been paid for by
income tax revenue which would otherwise go to services such as
parks, roads, and police. Passing these levies would free up money for
the City to invest in these other services while continuing to provide
essential fire and EMS service. The levies will support operating costs
which provide essential items like personnel, supplies, uniforms and
gear, training, and fire prevention programs. The levies will not
support major capital improvements such as the purchase of new fire
engines, ambulances, or buildings. These expenses will continue to be
paid from the City’s capital improvement budget.
Together both levies will cost the average homeowner $194
annually per $100,000 of home value; which is approximately $0.30
cents more a day than current levies.
For an in-depth look at North Canton Fire/EMS come to the
Fire Department open house 6 to 8 PM Oct. 4 at Station 1 on Main St.

Council’s Corner
Major Legislation from City Council’s Recent Meetings.
Ord. 02-2021 Adopting a Property Maintenance Code
Ord. 02-2021 adopted a Property Maintenance Code for the City which
established guidelines for all property in the City to be kept in a safe
and sanitary manner. The Code addresses a wide range of issues and
includes additional provisions for vacant building registration.
Ord. 23-2021 Setting Water/Sewer Rates for 2022-2026
Ord. 23-2021 established the water and sewer rates that will take
effect on Jan. 1, 2022. Water rates were increased by up to 5%
annually and the City’s portion of sewer rates was increase by up to
15% annually until 2026. The legislation also clarified related
regulations.
Ord. 28-2021 Amending the DORA
Ord. 28-2021 amended the City’s Designated Outdoor Refreshment
Area or “DORA” which was originally passed in November 2020. The
new DORA is smaller and focused on South Main Street and the town
square. The hours of operation were also pushed back later in the day
to 12:00 PM to 11:00 PM.

Fire Engines at North Canton Station 1
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This chart shows the number of Fire/EMS
emergency runs and the cost per run over
the past decade.

For more information on
what’s happening at
City Council check out
Council’s webpage!
Council returns
from Summer
break Monday
August 23, 2021
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Ord. 31-2021 Main Street Zoning
Ord. 31-2021 and its companion legislation enacted
sweeping new zoning regulations for Main Street
designed to create denser more pedestrian friendly
downtown and more car focused City entrances.
The new zoning allows building closer to the street,
sets a minimum height of two stories, and requires
certain
aesthetic
improvements
for
new
construction such as shade trees along the street.
The zoning is split into five districts along the
length of Main Street.
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Res. 09-2021 Supporting the 2021 Community
Survey
Res. 09-2021 approved the 2021 North Canton
Community Survey to receive feedback for the
public on City operations. The Survey runs until
August 14 and can be filled out online, by the
mail, or in-person at select city events this
summer. The survey will help plan future City
initiatives including park development and
infrastructure investments. All residents over the
age of 18 are encouraged to participate.

Downtown’s Market Square
Return of Mkt 720 and the Main Street Festival
This year North Canton’s town square at Main and Maple
is host to not one but three Market 720 events bringing
local area vendors to the heart of the community for a
day of fun, food, and music.
Two traditional 720 Markets were held on May 15th, and
June 26th and featured over 80 of Market 720’s unique
and amazing makers, bakers, brewers, and growers.
Both events saw amazing turn out and served as the
unofficial kick-off for the City’s DORA. Vendors filled
the St. Paul’s parking lot and food trucks lined Main
Street creating a wonderful outdoor market and
community atmosphere many of us have been missing
since the start of the pandemic.
The Market Square will be back and better than ever
this August when Market 720 teams up with the North
Canton Chamber of Commerce for the 2021 24th Annual
Main Street Festival on August 14, 2021 titled “A Walk
Down Main Street”. It will be a wonderful event bringing
the community together for a wide variety of food, fun,
and festivities along North and South Main Street all
centered on the Main Square. Special features include
two music stages, BBQ Side Street market, multiple
DORA beverage stations, a kids zone featuring
inflatables, games, and prizes, and more than 80 local
vendors. Due to COVID, last year’s festival was
cancelled but you can certainly expect this summer’s
fun to more than make up for it. Make sure you come
and join in for a Walk Down Main Street.

North Cant on Chamber of Commerce,
121 S Main St. North Canton, OH
NorthCantonChamber.org
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2021 Municipal Elections
Tuesday November 2nd is Election Day and there are a number of
positions up for election in the City of North Canton. So, don’t forget
to make time to vote on November 2nd! Your vote matters!
Local elections are pivotal to the function of the City. The decisions
that local officials make determine things that directly affect you and
your neighbors like the funding of the School District, local tax rates,
road repair, policing/public safety, and so much more.

“We do not have
government by the
majority. We have
government by the
majority who participate.”
- Thomas Jefferson

Here are all the candidates who had filed at the time of publication:
Mayor: Mark Cerreta and Stephan B. Wilder
At-Large Councilmembers: Daryl L. Revoldt, Jon Snyder, Matthew
Stroia, and Christina Weyrick
Ward 1 Councilmember: Jaime McCleaster
Ward 2 Councilmember: David Metheney
Ward 3 Councilmember: Stephanie Werren
Ward 4 Councilmember: Herb Beadle, Sr. and John M. Orr
Board of Education members: Robert P. Roden

Upcoming Events
Aug. 2-6

Camp What If – Community engagement camp for
middle schoolers sponsored by the Library.

Aug. 7

720 Side Street Market @ Oakwood Square

Aug. 14

Main Street Festival sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce, 720 MKT, and the City.

Aug. 20/23

1st Day of School for North Canton City Schools

Sept. 4

720 Side Street Market @ Oakwood Square

Sept. 6

Labor Day

Oct. 3

North Canton Chocolate Walk sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce

Oct. 4

Fire Dept. Open House 6-8 @ Station One on Main St.

Oct. 9

Craft Beer Festival 5-9 @ MAPS Museum sponsored by
the Chamber of Commerce

Oct. 31

Halloween

Nov. 2

Election Day

North Canton City Hall

Fire staff and guests at previous Fire
open house.
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Connect with the City
North Canton City Hall
145 N Main Street
North Canton, OH 44720
(330)-499-8223
Check out our website NorthCantonOhio.gov
Or find us on Social Media
Facebook: @CityofNorthCanton
Twitter: @NorthCantonCity
YouTube: City of North Canton
PUBLIC MEETINGS:
City Council: Mondays @ 7:00 PM (excluding holidays and break)
Planning Commission: 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00 PM
Zoning Board of Appeals: 4th Tuesday of the month @ 6:00 PM
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